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Shore Thing
A Balinese-inspired dream home takes shape in one of
Hawaii’s most dramatic settings
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ush and tropical—a place of mist-shrouded
mountains, silvery waterfalls, and breezes that
carry the scent of frangipani—the north shore
of Kauai seduces all who visit. The area certainly captivated Michael and Lani McLychok, who, in 2004, came
in search of a vacation home and instead designed and
built a full-time home inspired by Balinese architecture
and suited to Hawaiian life.
“We never intended to move here full time,” says Lani,
who, along with her husband, helped design and build
their previous homes in Santa Barbara, California, while
she worked in the entertainment industry and Michael
worked in the wine business. Unable to find a prebuilt
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house on Kauai that appealed to them, the McLychoks
were shown a 3.5-acre parcel on a private freshwater lake
with the 1,781-foot Mount Namahana as a dramatic,
emerald-green backdrop. “When we first stepped foot
on the property,” Lani says, “we knew this was where we
wanted to raise our twin boys, who were only six months
old at the time. We knew we’d found home.”
Looking to create a modern Balinese-style residence
with the feel of a romantic resort, Michael conceived the
plan for the home himself. Although he did not have a
formal background in architecture, his natural creative
abilities, combined with his experience building the family’s Santa Barbara residences, allowed him to envision the
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Michael

and Lani McLychok’s
Balinese-inspired home,
which they share with
their twin boys, sits on
3.5 acres at the base of

Y
L
N
O
L
A
V
O
R
P
P
A

Kauai’s Mount Namahana.
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The

great room includes a
casual sitting area, with
the dining room to the
left and the kitchen
to the rear. A painting
by designer and artist
Vanessa Grant hangs on
the wall between the front
entry and the kitchen.
Merbau wood was used
for the floor and for some
of the posts and beams.
“The grain is exceptionally beautiful, so we used
it where the finishes were
highly visible,” says Lani.
opposite, top:

The dining

room features wood chairs
with a woven, hemplike
fabric, a light fixture made
with black bamboo and
rice paper, and a 10-footlong, 6-inch-thick table
made from a single piece
of acacia wood. Lani and
Grant designed all the
furnishings and had them
built in Bali.
Opposite, Middle Left:

The master suite has a
custom, 10-foot-wide

home and produce buildable plans using CAD software.
The resulting home features more than 4,000 square
feet of interior living space and is characterized by independent bedroom suites connected by breezeways to the
main living area. Surrounding the spaces are 2,000 square
feet of covered lanais and bales (tropical-style gazebos),
as well as 1,800 square feet of decks. Additionally, the
property includes a 150-square-foot detached guest room
in the form of an Indonesian rice barn, which features a
high, gabled roof.
“My image of a tropical home includes a lot of outdoor living space,” says Michael, whose inspiration for
the residence came from the time he spent living and

traveling throughout Southeast Asia. The four-bedroom
home is built entirely with exotic hardwoods—primarily
Indonesian bangkirai, merbau, and ironwood—from
farmed, reclaimed, or legal government sources. The
extensive grounds, codesigned by Willie Shook of Namahana Nursery and Landscaping and Lani, include natural
rock walls, mature palms, and three cascading lily ponds.
A 30-foot-long covered breezeway passes over a
tranquil Zen garden to the front doors—two massive
acacia slabs carved in Bali with a woven motif. This
serene entrance approaches the great room and sets the
mood for the home’s strong minimalist interior. Inside,
a soaring, 18-foot cathedral ceiling of exposed rafters,

bed, where the entire
family often sleeps.
Opposite, Middle right:

The bathroom in the
detached guest bedroom
features additional imports from Bali.
Opposite, bottom:

A

stone Buddha statue sits
within the Zen garden to
the left of the front doors.
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The home’s large

lanai connects the main
living area to the structures housing the master
suite, a lower-level office,
and the twins’ rooms.
The multifunctional space
is sometimes used for
informal business meetings or sipping wine from
Michael’s extensive collection with friends.
opposite, clockwise
from top Left:
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outdoor shower, one of
several on the property,
features walls faced with
Balinese greenstone
and a basalt floor. The
homeowners and their
twin boys pose in the
driveway of their home,
which is lined with
monkeypod trees. The
saltwater infinity-edge
pool overlooks the lake.
A carved sandstone
Ganesh statue is located
outside of the master
suite, and a large Thai
pot in the background
collects rain water.
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fine Japanese joinery, and a rattan underlay
shelters the room where living, dining, and
kitchen areas feature warm, glowing merbau floors and expansive views of the lake
and the saltwater infinity-edge pool faced in
Balinese greenstone.
All of the furnishings in the home were
made in Bali to the specifications of Lani and
interior design consultant and artist Vanessa
Grant, who paints large-scale abstract landscapes. “Lani likes oversize furniture, which
encourages lounging and fits the family’s
casual lifestyle,” says Grant, whose paintings adorn the home. The living area’s main
grouping encompasses a wide, low sofa and
an opium-style coffee table with colorful silk
accent pillows, which pick up the colors in
Grant’s paintings. Equally large-scale is the
dining table, a solid piece of acacia wood 10
feet long and 6 inches thick, with a grain that
ripples like sand at low tide.
Connecting the main living space to the
buildings housing the master suite, an office,
and the boys’ rooms is a large lanai overlooking lily ponds. Furnished with black bamboo
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“Locals have told us that Mount Namahana is where
native Hawaiians believe all souls were born,” says homeowner
Lani McLychok, “and, from the beginning, ours were reborn here.”

“Lots of outdoor lounging
areas are great for entertaining guests. Our dining
balé (gazebo) is one of
our favorite areas to enjoy
candle-lit dinners. It’s
especially delightful in the
midst of a warm tropical
rain,” says Lani..

tables and benches, the space also features a Thai gong.
“Vanessa phoned me from a market in Thailand and rang
a number of gongs to see which we liked best,” says Lani.
“We liked the deep, reverberating sound of this particular
one.” The lanai and the bales—one of which is used for
outdoor dining—are among Lani’s favorite spaces, especially when, as is often the case on Kauai’s north shore, a
warm drizzle falls while the sun continues to shine.
The strong interest generated locally by their beautiful home led the homeowners to found Bali Built Homes.
Collaborating with a top Bali-based architect and using
responsible, high-quality sources throughout Asia for
stone and exotic hardwoods, the firm designs, builds, and
furnishes tropical residences that range from stock models to custom homes. “The biggest problem we faced with
our own house was a supplier that didn’t offer the quality
of materials we needed,” says Michael. “As a result, we

had a learning curve, but now we have our own office,
staff, and factory in Bali.” In addition to homes, the firm
is currently involved in the design of Vunuku, a new ecoresort in Fiji, which is scheduled to open in 2011.
“Living our dream” is how Lani describes their current
situation, which allows them to integrate work with their
personal lives and the raising of their active twin boys.
“Locals have told us that Mount Namahana is where
native Hawaiians believe all souls were born,” she says
of the mountain range that towers over their property,
“and, from the beginning, ours were reborn here.” It was
not until later, she adds, that they learned another reason
the place felt right: Namahana, it turns out, means “the
twins” in Hawaiian.
Bali Built Homes, 808.828.2820, www.balibuilt.com
Vanessa Grant, 908.859.1478, www.grantbydesign.com
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